
April 24, 2018 Council Meeting 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on April 

24, 2018 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Gene Teague 

presiding. Council Members present included Gene Teague, Sharon Hodge, Jennifer Bowles, 

and Chad Martin.  Council Member Kathy Lawson was not in attendance.  Staff present 

included City Manager Leon Towarnicki, City Attorney Eric Monday, Assistant City Manager 

Wayne Knox, Finance Director Linda Conover, Fire Chief Ted Anderson, Police Captain Chad 

Rhoads, and Fleet Manager Lane Shively. 

Mayor Teague called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed 

Session beginning at 7:00 PM.  In accordance with section 2.1-344 (A) Code of Virginia (1950, 

and as amended) and upon a motion by Council Member Bowles, seconded by Council 

Member Hodge, with the following 4-0 recorded vote:  Council Member Hodge, aye; Mayor 

Teague, aye; Council Member Bowles, and Vice Mayor Martin, aye, Council convened in Closed 

Session to discuss the following matters: (A) Appointments to boards and commissions as 

authorized by Subsection 1, and (B) Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff 

members, attorneys or consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, or other specific 

legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by such counsel, as authorized by 

Subsection 7.  A motion was made by Council Member Bowles and seconded by Council 

Member Hodge with the following 4-0 recorded vote in favor to return to Open Session: Council 

Member Bowles, aye; Mayor Teague, aye; Council Member Hodge, aye; and Vice Mayor Martin, 

aye.    

Vice Mayor Martin made a motion to reappoint Steve Draper to the Dan River ASAP 

Policy Board for a 3-year term expiring April 30, 2021;  Council Member Hodge seconded the 

motion with all Council Members voting in favor. 

Following the Pledge to the American Flag and invocation by Mayor Teague, Teague 

welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Consider approval of minutes of February 12, 2018 Neighborhood Meeting, February 

13, 2018 Council Meeting, February 27, 2018 Council Meeting, March 8, 2018 Work Session – 

Council Member Bowles asked that the wording be changed on the February 13 minutes 

reflecting that many residents did not support the route, not specifically the project as 

recorded.   Council Member Hodge made a motion to approve all minutes as presented and 

amended; Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion with all council members voting in favor.  

Consider presentation of a proclamation declaring Wednesday, April 25, 2017 as “Ken 

Pace Day” – City Attorney Monday explained that there were several people in attendance 

representing the Martinsville Garden Club and gave details on the proclamation and the tour 

of homes April 25, 2018.  Mayor Teague read the proclamation and presented it to the Pace 

family also in attendance. Teague thanked the family and Garden Club members for attending.   
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Eagle Scout Austin Wade shared details on his Eagle Scout project related to installing 

stands at the local YMCA for swimmer timers.  

Consider presentation of a proclamation recognizing Friday, April 27, 2018 as National 

Arbor Day – Vice Mayor Martin read the proclamation then presented it to Community 

Development Director Wayne Knox.  Knox said he hopes residents take Arbor Day seriously.  
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Hear an update from Lisa Fultz of the M-HC Chamber of Commerce regarding activities 

related to the City/C-PEG Small Business Development contract – Lisa Fultz provided a CPEG 

Update, stating they continue to look for ways to use the 2nd floor of the Incubator. The 

website has been updated and brochures reprinted.  CPEG offered a franchising workshop in 

January, 2018 and interest continues in that. CPEG continues to research and offer activities 

for Uptown Martinsville which has increased local sales tax. Over the next few weeks residents 

will see a promotional campaign with a theme related to the artifacts on display at the Virginia 

Museum. Martinsville Uptown website is getting an increase in traffic, page views and 

followers. The Start Up Martinsville-Henry County has partnered with Patrick Henry 

Community College to make the program more successful; the program continues to grow 

each time it’s offered  Fultz confirmed that two of the previous recipients have failed 

unfortunately; however the other participants are doing well and are still following required 

steps to stay compliant in the program. The Farmer’s Market continues to grow and be 

successful for the coming season. Farmer’s Market vendors can accept SNAP on fresh 

produce. Cinco de Mayo will be May 5th and Council was provided information on that event. 

Fultz provided dates for the TGIF concert series.  Fultz said there are some exciting 

announcements coming soon.  City Manager Towarnicki addressed the CPEG agreement and 

asked Council to forward him any changes or additions that need to be made.   
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Conduct a public hearing on the FY18-19 budget and consider approval of the FY19 

budget ordinance on first reading – City Manager Towarnicki summarized the steps involved in 

adjusting and approving the budget as well as some highlighted adjustments made recently. 

Mayor Teague opened the public hearing.  Ural Harris, 217 Stuart Street expressed concern 
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about the electric increase and its effect on seniors in the City who are on a fixed income. 

Harris also asked about his request for information on the County sewer responsibility and 

why the City is not requiring payment from Henry County on those services.  Mrs. Walker of 

Ailcie Street expressed concern about the utility bills. No one else approached the podium so 

Mayor Teague closed the public hearing.  Council Member Hodge made a motion to adopt the 

budget as amended on first reading; Mayor Teague seconded the motion.  Council Member 

Bowles asked Council to reconsider her motion from last night to reallocate the money from 

the sewer camera to offset the electric rate increase.  Council Member Hodge stated in her 

opinion that the money should stay in that specific budget for use by the department and that 

the prices for utility should reflect the city’s expense. Teague explained that the electric rates 

should increase because the City’s cost of transmission has increased by double digits the 

past two years, 22% and 28% respectively. Teague suggested that residents alter their electric 

use and suggested that residents contact the Electric Department for ideas and to request a 

free energy audit of the home usage.  Council Member Hodges suggested unplugging 

appliances when not in use. Roll Call vote to approve the budget on first reading:  Teague, aye; 

Martin, abstain; Bowles, nay; and Hodge, aye. 

 

Consider setting a public hearing for Council’s May 8 meeting regarding possible 

changes to the City’s Zoning Ordinance related to the issue and use of open space – 
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Community Development Director Wayne Knox summarized the need for the zoning ordinance 

changes related to open spaces.  Council Member Bowles made a motion to set the public 

hearing for May 8, 2018; Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion with all Council members 

voting in favor.  

Business from the Floor – Ural Harris, 217 Stuart Street said he was approached by 

residents relating to trucks traveling Barrows Mill Road at high speeds, stating that residents 

have called numerous times with no resolution.  Harris also said that the transmission 

charges are higher the farther it has to travel and that should have been considered.  

Comments by members of City Council – Council Member Lawson had a family illness 

and was not able to attend the meeting but asked that Teague remind residents of the 

Hazardous Waste Day and the Drug Take-Back Day both to be held on Saturday.  Council 

Member Hodge reminded residents that the Farmers Market would be opening Saturday and 

asked residents with gardens to purchase seedlings from the Annex to supplement the 

inmates and the jail. Council Member Bowles congratulated her former intern India Martin for 

being accepted into the Howard University Political Science graduate program. Bowles also 

congratulated Martinsville High Schools Marching Band on their recent overall win.   

Comments by City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki pointed out mugs and coasters 

gifted to Council Members by the City Schools.  

There being no further business, Council Member Bowles made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting; the motion was seconded by Council Member Hodge with all Council Members voting 

in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 8:45pm. 
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Leon Towarnicki      Gene Teague 

City Manager           Mayor   


